6/12/07

Dear Colleague,

In 2001, the Government accepted the Report of the House of Lords Select Committee on Science and Technology, ‘Complementary and Alternative Medicine.’ In doing so, the Government agreed that hypnotherapy should be subject to voluntary professional self-regulation. (VSR)

A requirement of VSR is that all practising therapists are to have their names entered on to a National Register. The aim of the National Register is to provide  a single source of information on hypnotherapy practitioners in order to meet one of the major aims of professional regulation - protection of the public.
To be included on such a register, a hypnotherapy practitioner must be trained to a specified minimum standard, abide by a set code of conduct, ethics and practice, and be subject to set disciplinary and grievance procedures.  
The NRAH, along with the other 8 professional Organisations that belong to the UKCHO, have been working within the guidelines set by The Prince's Foundation for Integrated Health to establish a National Register. This Register is independent of, and separate from  the national registers maintained by individual Member Organisations.
The register is not replacing professional organisations.   When VSR comes in to force, therapists will still belong to their individual professional organisations.  

The National Register will contain the names and details of all those hypnotherapy practitioners who have been accredited and certified by their respective Member Organisation as having satisfied the necessary standards of professional competence and proficiency in hypnotherapy. Such hypnotherapy practitioners will be entitled to display the words, ‘Registered by UKCHO’ or ‘UKCHO Registered’ on their business cards and letterheads, and in their business advertising.   When entered on to the Register,  you will be allocated a unique registration number,  which you can quote on advertising,  and provide to clients so that they may use it to look you up on the Register.    There will be no direct entry to the National Register for individual practitioners. Entry will be through their membership of a UKCHO Member Organisation. The details of all hypnotherapy practitioners are now being submitted to UKCHO by the Member Organisations for inclusion in the new National Register, unless individual practitioners notify their respective Member Organisation that they do not wish their name to be included. Personal details to be shown on the National Register will only be forename, surname & registration number. Full addresses or contact details will not be published. The National Register will comply with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 1988.
At the moment, there is no statutory requirement to have your name entered on the register.   If you do not wish your name to appear on the register, please inform the NRAH head office and your details will be omitted from the data base. If you don’t wish your name to be on the register, and you belong to more than one UKCHO registered professional body, you will need to contact each one in turn. For the full list of UKCHO member organisations visit: www.ukcho.co.uk 
Irrespective of how many organisations a therapist belongs to, their name will only appear the once on the register.
If you have any questions, please contact me at : nrah@nrah.co.uk 

Best wishes, David Reeves
President NRAH

www.nrah.co.uk 
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